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SOZOSEI FOUNDATION 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

SEASON TWO: MENTAL ILLNESS IS NOT A CRIME PODCAST 
 
 
 
FOUNDATION OVERVIEW 
 
The Sozosei Foundation was established in 2019 as the philanthropic arm of Otsuka America 
Pharmaceutical, Inc. (OAPI). The name Sozosei means “creativity” in Japanese. Our Japanese 
heritage is manifest in the Foundation’s fundamental values.  
 
The primary focus of the Foundation’s grantmaking is the decriminalization of mental illness in 
the United States. The Foundation seeks to eliminate the inappropriate use of jails and prisons 
for mental health diagnosis and treatment by through a variety of approaches, including: sharing 
and promoting evidence-based strategies and resources; reducing the stigma of mental illness; 
improving access to community-based healthcare; supporting best practices and innovation in 
diversion and reentry; and improving the care of people with mental illness while incarcerated.  
 
For more information about the Foundation, visit www.sozoseifoundation.org.  
 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The enduring opioid epidemic and the more recent COVID-19 pandemic have led to increased 
media coverage and reporting on mental health issues across a spectrum of outlets and formats. 
While this health-related reporting has done much to improve the public’s general mental 
health literacy, too little reporting has addressed the intersection of mental illness and the 
criminal legal system. When issues related to this intersection are profiled, the discussion falls 
short of providing media consumers with science-driven, evidence-based and context-rich 
explorations of how the healthcare system might be improved so that people with mental 
illness can secure treatment in the community – rather than in prison settings. Moreover, this 
reporting frequently serves to feed, rather than counter, the stigma against individuals with 
mental illness by inappropriately conflating mental illness with violence and by neglecting the 
larger context of structural racism inherent in many of our criminal legal system practices and 
policies.  
 
To address this knowledge gap, in 2020, the Sozosei Foundation launched Season One of its 
podcast, “Mental Illness is Not a Crime,” with the intent to educate, engage, and position the 
Foundation as a convener and collaborative partner. This initial season comprised four episodes 
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that investigated how the United States has criminalized mental illness, discussed the lessons 
and limits of available data, and outlined several potential solutions. With its focus on the 
criminalization of mental illness, “Mental Illness is Not a Crime” fills a critical gap in the growing 
field of podcasts devoted to either mental illness or the criminal legal system. In 2021, the 
Foundation will continue to enrich the conversation on this topic with the release of Season 
Two of “Mental Illness is Not a Crime.” 
 
 
GOALS  
 
With this RFP, the Sozosei Foundation seeks a collaborative partner to produce Season Two of 
“Mental Illness is Not a Crime.”  The broad goal of Season Two is to advance a cultural shift to 
destigmatize mental illness and the practice of psychiatry through the dissemination and 
diffusion of knowledge that informs the public about the causes of and solutions to the 
criminalization of mental illness.  
 
To achieve this goal, we are interested in podcast concepts that promote creative and forward-
thinking narratives that are illuminated by data, evidence-based, and centered on the lived 
experiences of people with mental illness who have been impacted by the criminal legal system. 
We are particularly interested in solutions-oriented approaches that can “move the needle” on 
much-needed reforms in this area. The Foundation is open to supporting organizations that sit 
separately in the journalism or podcast spaces, organizations that engage in both forms of 
media, or organizations or individuals that may operate independently from these spaces and 
bring a new perspective to the work. The Foundation is also open to ideas that bring alternative 
media and social media platforms into play in order to reach additional audiences. 
 
Specifically, we are seeking a creative partner to do the following: 
 

• Develop the structure, themes and topics to be covered by the podcast 

• Secure presenters/speakers for the podcast 

• Produce and engineer the podcast  

• Report on metrics on listeners, subscribers, downloads, social media engagement, 
rankings, and reviews for a minimum of twelve months after initial posting.  

We expect to measure success by numbers of listeners/readers, downloads, social media 
engagement (including tweets, reposts, etc.), reviews and rankings. We are similarly eager to 
hear about how you might measure success in other ways.  
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  
 
In your proposal, please include:  
 

• Background and capacity to complete Season Two of “Mental Illness is Not a Crime“, 
including links to any podcasts, radio media and journalism you have produced; 

• Core concept, including issue(s) you plan on covering, narrative format and/or 
structure, presenters/speakers you would seek to engage, and an estimate of length and 
number of episodes;  

• Timeliness of proposed concept and the niche it seeks to fill; 

• Key audiences your podcast will reach and how you might market the podcast to reach 
those audiences;  

• Timeline; and 

• Anticipated outcomes.  

 
Please also include the following attachments:  
 

• Brief bios of key staff who will be working on the project; 

• IRS determination letter confirming your organization's 501(c)(3) tax status or your 
fiscal sponsor agreement; 

• IRS Form W-9 Tax Identification Number and Certification;  

• Most recent audited financial statement, if available; 

• Project budget; 

• Organization budget; 

• Names and bios of your organization’s Board of Directors; and 

• Non-discrimination policy. 

 
ELIGIBILITY  
 
Applicants for this work could be individuals, freelance reporters, podcast production 
companies, or podcast arms of media outlets, media outlets, etc. Grants can only be made to 
501c3, non-profit organizations, thus individual applicants must partner with a non-profit 
organization and/or apply through a non-profit, fiscal sponsor.  
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SUBMISSION PROCESS 
 
Interested organizations should submit a proposal to info@sozosei.org with “Podcast RFP” in 
the subject line. The proposal should include the elements outlined under “Request for 
Proposals.”  Please submit your proposals to info@sozosei.org by Monday, June 14, 2021. 
 
GRANT TERM 
 
September 2, 2021- August 31, 2022 
 
FUNDING AMOUNT 
 
The total amount of support will depend on the nature and quality of the proposal. One-year 
grants will likely range between $75,000 - $200,000.  
  
Not all who are invited to submit a full application will receive funding. An application may be 
declined, partially awarded, fully awarded, or placed on hold for more information. If approved, 
grantees will be required to comply with the Foundation’s grant requirements.  
  
 
TIMELINE 
 
Monday, June 14, 2021: Proposals due by 11:59 pm EDT 
Monday August 2, 2021: Collaborating partner announced  
Grant Term: September 2, 2021 to August 31, 2022 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Questions regarding this request for proposals can be addressed to info@sozosei.org 


