FEDERAL POLICY INITIATIVE
REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST
RELEASE DATE: February 22, 2021
FOUNDATION OVERVIEW
The Sozosei Foundation was established in 2019 the philanthropic arm of Otsuka America
Pharmaceutical, Inc. (OAPI). The name Sozosei means “creativity” in Japanese. Our Japanese
heritage is manifest in the Foundation’s fundamental values.
The primary focus of our grantmaking is decriminalizing mental illness in the United States. We
accomplish our goal to eliminate the inappropriate use of jails and prisons for mental health
diagnosis and treatment by sharing and promoting data-driven best practices and resources,
reducing the stigma of mental illness, improving access to community-based healthcare,
supporting best practices and innovation in diversion and reentry, and improving the care of
people with mental illness while incarcerated.
For more information about the Foundation, visit www.sozoseifoundation.org.
RATIONALE FOR FEDERAL POLICY INITIATIVE
The Foundation is interested in supporting advocacy efforts of 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations
that advance national policy solutions to achieve a future where the use of jails and prisons for
the diagnosis and treatment of mental illness is eliminated.
People with mental illness face numerous barriers to accessing evidence-based care in the
community, and this inability to access care can lead to criminal justice involvement. While it is
imperative that we divert individuals with mental illness from the criminal justice system,
provide those who are incarcerated with the best care possible and support individuals upon
reentry from prison and jail, without excellent and accessible community-based care, we will
not successfully reach our goal of decriminalizing mental illness.
REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST
The Sozosei Foundation is requesting short statements of interest (no more than one singlespaced page, 12-point font) from 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations working on national policy
and advocacy efforts that advance the goal stated above. Priority will be given to organizations
and campaigns that are working on a national scale on:
•

Parity enforcement;

•

Changes to health insurance and other funding structures that help to further parity
and increase access to community-based care, which might include Medicaid and
affordable health insurance;

•

Telehealth expansion and other digital or technological approaches to increase
access to care; and/or

•

Implementation of the 988 crisis hotline.

Eligible applicants (see below for criteria) must make clear how their advocacy goals will lead to
national policy that works to increase care for individuals with mental illness and ultimately
prevent those individuals from initial or further involvement in the criminal justice system.
ELIGIBILITY
The Sozosei Foundation will support efforts to address systemic impediments to care through
national advocacy and organizing. Interested applicants should be one of the following:
•

501(c)3 non-profit.

•

Organizations with a 501(c)3 fiscal sponsor; or

•

Coalitions with a lead 501(c)3 organization.

The Foundation will not provide grants to, political campaigns or lobbying activities.
SUBMISSION PROCESS
Interested organizations should submit short statements of interest (no more than one singlespaced page in a 12-point font) to info@sozosei.org. The statement should include a brief
description of your organization or coalition, its experience (if any) working in this area, and
how its work will advance national reforms to decriminalize mental illness that align with the
priorities set forth above. Please be sure to include your organization’s website and social
media channels (if any).
Please also provide:
•

IRS determination letter confirming your organization's 501(c)(3) tax status;

•

IRS Form W-9 Tax Identification Number and Certification; and

•

Names and bios of your organization’s Board of Directors.

Please submit your statement of interest to info@sozosei.org by Friday, March 5, 2021.
PROJECTED GRANT TERM
July 1, 2021- June 31, 2022

FUNDING AMOUNT
The number of proposals supported, and total amount of support, will depend on the nature
and quality of the proposals received. The Sozosei Foundation will provide a small number of
one-year, general operating grants ranging between $50,000 - $150,000 per applicant. Grants
may be eligible for renewal for an additional one-year term at the discretion of the Foundation.
Not all who are invited to submit an application will receive funding. An application may be
declined, partially awarded, fully awarded, or placed on hold for more information. If approved,
grantees will be required to comply with all grant requirements.
TIMELINE
Friday, March 5, 2021: Statements of interest due by 11:59 pm EDT
Monday, March 29, 2021: Invitations for full proposals released
Monday, April 26, 2021: Proposals due by 11:59 pm EDT
Monday, May 31, 2021: Applicants are informed of funding decisions
QUESTIONS
Questions regarding this request for statements of interest can be addressed to:
info@sozosei.org.

